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Newsletter   Week 9 Term 1 
 
 

 

Notes Home: 

 

Medical Forms for 2019 

Touch Football Gala Day (Yrs5/6) 

Wakakirri Expression of Interest (Yr3-6)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

  

Friday 5 April SRC Imagination Dress up Day (Gold 
Coin Donation) whole school 

Tuesday 9 April 9-11.30am MFPS Cross Country whole school 

Thursday 11 April Touch Football Gala Day Yr 5/6 

Thursday 11 April 9-9.30am Cross Country Preschool Red & 
Green Groups 

Friday 12 April Assembly Yr 5 (now Yr 5 not 6 - 
please note change)  

Friday 12 April MCSS Anzac Ceremony Yr 6 
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
P&C AGM 
 
A huge thanks to all the parents who came to the P&C AGM last Wednesday 
evening. I would like to thank the outgoing P&C Executive, sub-committee members 
and volunteers for all their support over the last 12 months (and longer!). At the 
meeting we received nominations for the following positions and they were voted in 
unanimously. The Executive of the P&C is: 
 
President- Angie Mosely 
Co Vice-Presidents- Rachel Salloum 
Secretary- Peta Virgo 
Treasurer- Kylie Gillam 
 
MFOSHC Sub-Committee President- Leesa Palmer  
Preschool Sub-Committee President- Andrew Curran 
 
We are still looking for a coordinator for the Music Scheme. Without a coordinator 
and volunteers, it will be very difficult to run the three elements parents and children 
love so much: the tutoring of the different instruments, Music Festival and Christmas 
Concert. If your child is part of the Music Scheme I urge you to volunteer to help so 
as to ensure the continuation of the scheme. 
 
Finally, we are very fortunate that Carissa Bamford has stepped in again to be the 
Fete coordinator. I know you will join with me in congratulating these and the many 
other office holders of the sub-committees and thanking them for their commitment 
to our children through their roles on the P&C! 
 
SCHOOL BOARD 
 
Erin Selmes and Belinda Lum nominated again for the School Board and have been 
returned as parent Board members (Matt Miller, our current Board Chair, remains 
along with Eliza Bensley). Denise Thompson was selected as the second staff 
member. Please join with me in thanking them for the commitment they are giving to 
the governance of the school. 
 
9.00AM AND 3.00PM CHATS 
 
Please remember it is very difficult to have a chat with a teacher at the start of or end 
of the day. They have duty of care over the children and will always be able to 
answer a quick question or give a quick response but anything beyond this just 
needs to be booked in (or send an email). I’m not suggesting a formal process needs 
to be used- just ask if the teacher is free before or after school one day etc. so they 
can give you their attention rather than it being split between the class of children 
and yourself. Please be aware on Monday and Wednesday afternoons staff must get 
to the staff meetings we hold on these days and so they might not be available then. 
Generally, the mornings between 8.30-8.55am seem to be the best times for a catch 
up. 
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BELCONNEN ROTARY SUPPORT 
 
The Rotary Club of Belconnen have, as they do each year, provided local schools 
with extra funding ($400) to support children in our school where the family would 
really struggle to have their children attend camps, excursions etc. Please also 
remember that if you are experiencing financial difficulties, contact a member of the 
Executive or ask the front office staff to pass on a message to me so we can see 
how we can help. 
 
MARATHON RUNNING AND IB PROFESSIONAL LEARNING 
 
It’s time for another marathon. I know it’s crazy and I certainly wouldn’t advise 
anyone to do it but there is something calming to me about long-distance running! 
Don’t think I’ve got the holidays to recover- all staff are back here on the first Monday 
and Tuesday to participate in professional learning on Global and Local Inquirers run 
by a local IB presenter and a second who is travelling down from Queensland. This 
will support us in our preparations for the re-authorisation visit in Term Three. 

 

Chris 
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IB Learner Profiles 

 
Congratulations to the following students who will be receiving IB Learner Profile 
certificates at the assembly on Friday 12 April 2019. 

Well done! 

 

Classes Students   

K Davis Samuel Q Kyran R Grace B 

K Smyth Jimmy P Lily R  

K Stewart Jasmine P Beau H  

1 Bourne Evie L Willem B Oscar R 

1 McGarity Josh R Terry C Ethan C 

1 Morris Luca F Charles H Oscar W 

2 Holland Charlotte P William V  

2 Packard Amelia A Tanisha G  

2 Sybert William H Samantha B  

3 Kragh Freya H Andrew Q  

3 Marshall Josie W Cacia F  

3 White Charlie L Layla M  

4 Dykes Taylah B Jack E Claudia M 

4 Seymour Jasmannat D Max N Melanie A 

4 Witherdin Finn S Tilly M Imogen R-W 

5 Brennan Sam B Carys D Talea D 

5 Carswell Jordon B Ruby T Aurora F 

5 Ebbage Darcy M Amelia Y Kayla T 

6 Bensley Ashlia M Zahra N Mylee T 

6 Maxwell Mackenzie D Victoria P Markus W 

6 Thompson Amiana D Ella V. Julian K. 
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     Feedback requested – Active Streets 

The Active Streets for Schools program is an infrastructure program – supported 
by educational resources – to make it safer and easier for children to walk or ride to 
school. Our school will be supported by the program over the next four years.  

Active Streets helps to make school environments safer and more accessible by 
providing a range of tailored solutions depending on the school and local 
environment. Improvements may include new or improved footpath connections, 
more dedicated crossings or traffic calming (e.g. speed humps) to ensure the trip is 
safe and easy for children to navigate.   

To commence the program, Transport Canberra and City Services (TCCS) 
would like to discover how children currently travel to and from school and 
find out where you think improvements can be made around the suburb and 
the school.  

TCCS have set up a survey to gather this information. All the information 
collected will be de-identified and confidential. The final survey question asks 
about the type of infrastructure improvements our community would like 
considered through the program. To complete this question you can either: 

- Provide an explanation in the text field in the survey, or  
- Drop a pin on our Ride or Walk to School map and provide a comment  

To drop a pin on the map, you will need to be signed in to a Google account, 
which is as simple as signing up if you don’t already have one. More 
information about setting up an account and dropping a pin on the map is 
available in these instructions.  

TCCS will also welcome feedback about our Ride or Walk to School map, so 
please use the drop pin feature to comment on the highlighted routes. 
Alternatively you can print our map, write on the map and return it to TCCS.  

Thanks in advance for taking the time to complete the survey. Your response 
will help to influence how the program is delivered to suit our school 
community. 

 
 
 

Complete Survey 

http://bit.ly/Asurvey 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VZixMKbeDkaqxn0lCNymgCjceRNxiweW/view?usp=sharing
mailto:TCCS.Activetravel@act.gov.au?subject=Active%20Streets
http://bit.ly/AS-survey
http://bit.ly/AS-survey


PE | Sport News - Week 9  
 

PE Sport Dates to Remember 
 

● Tuesday 9 April (Term 1 Week 10) – MFPS Cross Country Carnival. Starts at 9.20am 

● Thursday 11 April (Term 1 Week 10) - Touch Football ACT Years 5/6 Gala Day 

● Wednesday 22nd May (Term 2 Week 4) - MFPS K-6 Athletics Carnival  

 

Cross Country Schedule of Events - Tuesday 9 April 
Start: 9.20am  Finish: 11am (Approx) 

  

    Rough Start time Race group   Year born Distance 

925am Girls - 10 years  Born 2009 2000m 

 926am Boys - 10 years  Born 2009 2000m 

935am       KIndergarten - Non-competitive   

945am Girls - 11 years  Born 2008 3000m 

946am  Boys - 11 years  Born 2008 3000m 

955am        Year 1 - Non-competitive  

1005am  Girls - 12 years Born 2007 3000m 

1006am   Boys - 12 years  Born 2007 3000m 

1015am Girls - 9 years  Born 2010 1500m 

1016am Boys - 9 years Born 2010 1500m 

1025am Girls- 8 years Born 2011 1000m 

1026am Boys - 8 years  Born 2011 1000m 

 

 

Next week we will be holding our cross country here at school. Students are able to wear house 

coloured shirts or school uniform.  

Parents and careers are welcome to join us for the morning as we cheer on our children.  

Any parent who are able volunteer their time please contact Mr Vitek Michael.vitek@ed.act.edu.au  

We look forward to a fun Cross Country at Miles Franklin.  

 

 



Belconnen Region Swimming Carnival Results 
 
On Thursday 28 March, twenty five Year 2-6 students represented the school at the Belconnen 

Region Swimming Carnival.  The day was held at the AIS with over 420 primary school students 

competing. Across the day, our students competed in 41 races and performed extremely well against 

a very competitive field. 

 

Congratulations to the following students on being selected to represent MFPS at the carnival: 

 

● Lilly S 

● Nora O 

● Katie C 

● Melia O 

● Siana P 

● Alice F 

● Halle N 

● Sophie M 

● Jasmine N 

● Lea O 

● Maddison S 

● Eden M 

● Zahra N 

● Reese P 

● Sienna B 

● Ashlia M 

● Elijah S 

● Cameron F 

● Lucas M 

● Gabe W 

● Jack E 

● Julian H 

● Gabriel H 

● Dallas S 

● Charlie Y 

● James L 

● Aiden M 

 

 

Every student who competed should be very proud of their efforts, determination and the support 

they showed to other team mates. The above students will be recognised at a MFPS Assembly once 

the official records and place getter ribbons are provided to the school. We will notify parents 

through the newsletter when we have more information.  

 

The next competitive stage for students who placed overall in the top 4 for the 200m events, 100m 

events and 50m strokes of Backstroke, Breastroke and Butterfly and/or placed overall in the top 5 

for the 50m Freestyle events will be the ACT Swimming Carnival. 

 

The ACT Swimming Carnival will be held on Monday 6th May (Term 2 Week 2) at the AIS Pool. 

Further information will be sent to selected students and their parents as soon as the official records 

from the Belconnen Swimming Carnival are released 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



National Ride2School Day 
 

BIG thank you to our sponsors Evatt IGA and SupaExpress Florey for donating fruit for us and Onya 

Bike Warehouse Belconnen for doing bike safety checks for our students. We had an amazing day 

and it was great to see so many students riding and walking to school. 

 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Visual Art in Kindergarten, Year 1 and Year 2 
 
 
 
The children from Kindergarten to Year 3 have been very inspired in the art studio this term. 
We particularly enjoyed Harmony Day where we celebrated the 
spirit of collaboration by working together to create beautiful 
mixed media artworks.  
 
Kindergarten have been investigating colour. They have learned 
about warm and cool colours and how colour can help us to 
communicate our ideas. We were inspired by contemporary 
Aboriginal artist Kudditji Kngwarreye to create these beautiful 
cool colour mixed media drawings. 
 
Year 1 and Year 2 immersed themselves in the spirit of 
collaboration and worked together beautifully to create works 
that celebrated the joy of artmaking. 
 
Year 3 have been investigating earth pigments. We were 
inspired by artists from Papua New Guinea and Australia. The children used a variety of 
materials such as charcoal, chalk pastels, graphite as well as natural materials they 
collected from the garden.  



French 
  

Our Kindergarten classes are enjoying their introduction to French, with basic greetings, 
numbers and colours. They are also learning about a few interesting aspects of French 
culture and history, such as the flag, hot air balloons, scuba diving technology and the Eiffel 
Tower. 
 
In Year One we have been learning the French words for some domestic animals, and how 
to give a simple description, using colours, size, or other characteristics. We’ve noticed how 
some words in French are “boy” words and some are “girl” words. 
 
Year Two have learnt the names of family members in French, and can construct simple 
sentences talking about who is in their own family or a friend’s family, and what they look 
like. (French is probably clearer than English about “red”: “rouge” for Miles Franklin school 
shirts, “roux” for hair.) 
 
The Year Three focus for this term has been the classroom, common objects found in it, and 
describing location using prepositions, such as “sur” and “devant”. Numbers have also been 
revised. We also like to think of ways to remember new words: some of them are the same 
as English, or very similar, and some are tricky (for example, “le crayon” doesn’t mean 
“crayon”). 
 
Year Four have been looking at rooms and items within a house or garden. They have 
recently designed their dream homes, labelled the features (must include a toilet!) and 
written a few sentences describing what they have drawn. They have just started a short 
script in French: “Les trois petits cochons”, which is all about houses. 
 
Year Five have been looking at wild animals, where they live, what they look like and what 
they eat; and have been preparing a short “documentary” in the style of David Attenborough. 
Each presenter can have a classmate to act as the animal being described in the 
documentary. It’s amazing how many presenters get eaten during this process. 
 
For Year Six we have been looking at some of the vocabulary connected with preparing and 
eating food, and commenting upon the finished product. Students have been working 
towards a “Masterchef” presentation of their own, after taking part in a short script “Les chefs 
sont fous”. 
 
Earlier in March over 100 students from Years 3 – 6 attended this year’s French Film 
Festival excursion. Judging by the cheering, laughter and comments afterwards, students 
and staff enjoyed the latest Astérix adventure: “Astérix: The Secret of the Magic Potion”. 
Many thanks to attending staff for your help in making sure we had great fun and all returned 
safely. 
 



 
                                         

 
 

                                         

                                   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

MILES FRANKLIN SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR  
WEEK 2 OF TERM 2 2019 

 
WHEN:  The Book Fair will be held daily from Monday 6 to Friday 10 May from 
8.30-9am and 2.45-3.15pm 
 
WHERE:  In the Library 
 
WHY:  Book Fair customers can help the school build their library resources and 
improve children’s reading skills by purchasing books.  All community members 
are welcome to attend the Book Fair, so spread the word to your family and 
friends.  
 
Books may also be purchased from the fair and donated to the school library.   
 
Payment can be made using Eftpos, credit cards and cash. 
 
If you can volunteer 30 minutes of your time to help out at the Book Fair, 
please write your name on the roster in the library window. 
 
Before Book Fair week Kindy to Year 6 students will come into the library to view 
the books on sale.  This time will allow students to explore and get excited about 
the books.  They will also be given the opportunity to complete a wish list and we 
encourage the students to discuss their selections with their family.  Students are 
reminded that this is a ‘wish list’ and it is fine if they cannot purchase any books at 
the Book Fair.   
 
We look forward to seeing you at our Book Fair.  Last year we were rewarded 
$3000 worth of free books from our sales.   
 
 
 



 
                                         

 
 

                                         

                                   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

BOOK FAIR CONTEST FOR STUDENTS 
 

 
 
 

“CATCH THE READING WAVE” 
 
At home during the school holidays, design an item to promote the Book Fair in 
Week 2 of Term 2 
 
Ideas you could use with the “Catch the Reading Wave” theme: 
 

• Design a book mark or a book cover  
• Make a puppet 
• Create a mask 
• Design a poster to advertise the book fair 
• Write a poem or story 
• Write a book review 
• Use your imagination to create any item of your choice 
• Colour the Book fair arrows so that we can display them around the school 

(see attached) 
 

Prizes will be awarded for the most creative pieces for each year level from 
preschool to Year 6.  Prizes include books, posters, pencils, erasers and 
bookmarks.  
 
DUE DATE:  Friday of Week 1 Term 2 
 
 
 







 
ACT PARENTS AND CITIZENS AND THE EDUCATION  

 
DIRECTORATE WORKING TOGETHER FOR SAFER SCHOOLS 

 
 
 
Building Strong and Safe Communities for Learning is a partnership project between 
the ACT Education Directorate and the ACT Council of Parents and Citizens 
Associations (P&C). It focuses on all of us - parents, students, principals and 
teachers- working together to reduce violence and bullying in schools. An initial 
workshop discussed the key issues, what is working well or not working well, and 
who contributes to these. A second workshop with representatives of the P&C 
Council and the Education Directorate considered the outcomes of the first workshop 
to help prepare for further conversations with our school community.   
 
We want to make it easy for anyone who wants to have a say to be given the 
opportunity to be involved.  There are two remaining workshops you may wish to 
attend: 
 

• On 9 May 2019, 8:30am – 4:30pm the workshop will explore the key question 
“How might we reduce and respond to violence in schools and co-create 
strong and safe communities for learning?”.  

 
• In June 2019 a 2 – 3-hour showcase will highlight what we have learned. It 

will enable participants to attend at different times during the day.   
 
If you require any further information, or if you wish to attend the 9 May or June 
workshops, please contact Ms Leanne Ballard on Leanne.ballard@act.gov.au or 
6205 2912 by 12 April, last day of Term 1.  
 
 



SRC Imagination Dress up day
What: Dress up as something 
from your imagination

Why: To raise money for our 
Global School Partners

When: Friday 5th of April, 
Week 9

Bring: A gold coin donation
Global School Partners facilitates partnerships between 
schools in Australia and schools in developing nations to 
enable students from across the globe to connect, share and 
learn with one another. They also  sponsor students and fund 
school projects to alleviate poverty and improve the 
educational experience for children around the world.
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