
 

 

 

 

Newsletter   Week 5 Term 3 
 
 
 

 

Notes Home:                                                    

 

Camp Birrigai – balance payment (due by 20 September) 

MCSS Dance Showcase Yr 5 

Possum Magic Yr 1 

Oztag 

 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

Tuesday 27 August 
Father’s Day Stall for Preschool Blue & 
Yellow 

Tuesday 27 August 
Preschool Learning Journey – Blue & 
Yellow Groups 

Wednesday 28 August Yr 5 Combined Band  

Thursday 29 August 
Preschool Learning Journey – Red & 
Green Groups 

Friday 30 August 
Assembly (Wakakirri) 2-3pm (no IB 
learner profile awards for this assembly) 

Friday 30 August 
Father’s Day Stall Preschool Red & Green 
& K-6 

Monday 2 September ACT Oztag Primary School Final 

Tuesday 3 September Wakakirri ACT Finals 

Wednesday 4 September 
Indigenous Literacy Foundation Book 
Swap 

Thursday 5 September                             Possum Magic Yr 1 

Friday 6 September 
MFPS School Disco – P-Yr 2 6-7.15pm 

Yr 3-6 7.30pm 

Friday 13 September 
Assembly (presentation of IB Learner 
Profile Awards) 



 

 

IB Learner Profiles 

 
Congratulations to the following students who will be receiving IB Learner Profile certificates at the 

assembly on Friday 13 September 2019. 
Well done! 

Classes Students   

K Davis Gracie B William M Tanisha P 

K Smyth Sienna L Lily R  

K Stewart Thomas H Tori S  

1 Bourne Marley R Thomas W Mika A-T 

1 McGarity Will B Hayden L Isobel J 

1 Morris Oscar W Jonty S Jessica W 

2 Holland Patrick Y Chelsea H  

2 Packard M. Syamil Pravachan D  

2 Sybert Aurora W Ayden S  

3 Kragh Lenny B Emily F Dayal SP 

3 Marshall Peter V Thomas K  

3 White Justin R Hannah V  

4 Dykes Caitlin B Claudia M Taylah B 

4 Seymour Cooper C Dylan T Kieran P 

4 Witherdin Anabella T Bashar A Finn S 

5 Brennan Skye J Abby R Sophia M 

5 Carswell Halle N Holly P  

5 Ebbage Lily R Archie S  

6 Bensley Claire K Lacey S Nate H 

6 Maxwell Hamish F Daniel K Victoria P 

6 Thompson Zoe G Claudia T Michael N 

EAL/D Hudson Nick C Raj S Johann M 

 

 

 



 

ACTING PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

 
With Chris away Weeks 4,5 and 6 on school review panels in the ACT, it has been my pleasure to step into 
his role. In particular I have really enjoyed the opportunity to show visitors around our school and see the 
high quality of teaching and learning occurring in all classrooms when we come through unannounced to 
classrooms.  
 
Concerts 
What a great celebration of the Arts going on this week as our year level concert items perform for our 
community! A PYP focus for us this year is to build student agency (children having a voice in their learning).  
You may not realise that all performances this year have been written or designed by the students. It has 
been wonderful to see the joy on children’s faces and the pride in their individual and group performances. A 
special thank must be given to our Arts executive teacher Megan Beit for her overall coordination of the 
concerts- a massive effort! 
 
Book Week – This Friday 
This Friday 23 August is our annual Book Week dress up day. We will have a parade on the blacktop 
straight after the 9am bell. Parents/carers are welcome to join us for this fun event.   
 
School Satisfaction Survey 
Last week (Tuesday) all families were emailed a unique student code to complete our annual School 
Satisfaction Survey. The survey helps evaluate our school’s achievement and make quality, informed 
decisions about school improvement. The survey closes Monday 2 September. We have had over 90 
responses so far, thank you! We look forward to more families providing us this valuable feedback.  
 

Attendance processes 
Please remember to contact the school if your child is absent, either via email to info@mfps.act.edu.au or by 
calling 61422770 on the morning of your child’s absence.  The Directorate has asked schools to follow 
up on any absences that are unexplained this year and we will commence this process over the next week. 
When contacted by the school, can you please provide a return email with the reason for your child’s 
absence so we can update our records.  The Directorate policy is for families with over 7 unexplained 
absences to receive personal contact from the Deputy Principal to explain absences. Please make sure you 
keep the school informed, well before the need for us to take this next step.  
 
Hats on! 
A further reminder that from the start of August, all children (and staff) were required to recommence 
wearing hats outside. We have a large number of children not wearing hats at present. From next week duty 
teachers will be enforcing our ‘no hat-no play’ procedures. Children without a hat will be required to move up 
to a shaded area of the school. They will not be able to play on the ovals or playground equipment. Please 
support our sun safe message by ensuring your child has a broad brimmed hat at school each day, 
preferably a school hat available through the uniform shop. Write your child’s name in large letters inside the 
hat!  

Nicole Jaggers 
Acting Principal 
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YEAR 2 NEWS 

 

 

This term has started off with a bang! Over the last two weeks year two has been tuning and 

finding out about the big idea forces as part of our inquiry into How the world works. 

Push and Pull Friction Gravity 

 

 
In week one we went to Questacon to explore and experiment and switch on our inquiring minds. 
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In literacy we have had a focus on procedures to link in to the many experiments 

we are conducting in class. As scientists, we know that a procedure needs to be 

extremely clear for any- body to be able to pick up and follow it accurately. 

http://www.mfps.act.edu.au/
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YEAR 3 NEWS 
 

 

In ‘How we express ourselves’ Year 3 have been exploring 
different artistic skills and forms of communication. The 
students attended an excursion to the Canberra Theatre to 
watch a remake of Roald Dahl’s hilarious Revolting 
Rhymes. They reflected on the techniques the performers 
used and are busy implementing them in an entertaining 
and lively concert performance.   
 

In ‘How the world works’ the students have been 
investigating the earth’s 
natural systems and the 
interrelationship between 

humans and the environment. This has included 
independent research projects that were presented to 
the class in the form of a news report. This was linked 
to our writer’s workshop as students learnt to write 
information reports. Students also learnt to tell time to 
the minute, explored the rotation of the earth around the 
sun and gathered data on their natural environment.  
 

In mathematics, the 
students have been 
exploring how numbers 
are connected to our 
lives through problem 
solving activities focusing on the use of mathematical 
operations. They are developing their fluent use of a 
range of written and mental strategies. 
 

In literacy, the students have been inquiring into the 
form, function and connection of words and texts. They are learning about the origins 
of words and their parts and developing a range of strategies to read and spell 
accurately.  
 

 

 

The Year 3 teachers have also 
been busy creating a 
presentation on the impressive 
writing that the Year 3 students 
have been doing throughout the year. They will share this learning with teachers 
across the ACT on the 22nd of August. This will focus on how Writer’s Notebook and 
inquiry learning helps develop independent and inspired writers.  

http://www.mfps.act.edu.au/
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YEAR 4 NEWS 
 

English 

As part of How the world works 

additionally to exploring explanations, 

Year 4 have been inquiring into poetry. 

Together we have realised that poetry is 

a creative and fun way for us to 

communicate our ideas and thinking. 

We have also identified, described and 

created poetry with a variety of figurative                

language including similes, onomatopoeia and rhyming. 

 

 

Maths 

First of all, Year 4 would like to extend a huge thank you to 

all the parents/carers who were involved in the Maths 

Problem Solving Morning in week 2. We loved sharing our 

strategies with you and learning how you approach 

problem solving questions.  

Here are some photos 

demonstrating deep thinking 

and risk taking in our classrooms! 

 

 

 

How we organise ourselves 

Students will explore the importance of rules and laws in a community. They will inquire 

into how different communities’ function and when and how they go about identifying 

a need for change and adjusting a rule or law. The children will have opportunities to 

make choices and take action to encourage a deeper understanding of rules and laws 

at a personal, family, school, local, national and global level.  
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FATHER’S DAY STALL ON NEXT WEEK! 

The stalls for Father’s Day are on next week - Tuesday 27 August for Preschool 

early week classes and Friday 30 August for the main stall in the hall.  

 

There’s still time to get your donation of a dad friendly item in and leave it in the tub 

provided in your child’s classroom. Gifts such as chocolates (no nuts), puzzle books 

and stationery, toiletries, socks/hankies/beanies, sporty things (balls, water bottles, 

golf balls, tees etc), garden goodies (seeds, gloves, tools) or tools and torches (mini 

spirit levels, screwdrivers tape measures etc) are all very welcome. 

 

We can always use volunteers to help on the day of the stalls and would love to have 

you there – the smaller children especially need your help deciding what to buy. 

Volunteers are very welcome anytime on 30 August between 8.30am and 1.00pm 

(even for 30 mins). A roster sheet is up on the door between the front entrance and 

the canteen for you to put your name down or email leesa.chris@bigpond.com to let 

us know that you can help out.  Or just come down to the school hall on Friday 

morning to help us make a great stall for the kids! 

 

Thanks!   

Leesa and Eloise 

 

MFPS SCHOOL DISCO                                                  

 

The School Disco is coming - Friday 6 September  

This year we are celebrating the 50th anniversary of the Moon Landing! 

  

Theme:  

Space! Come dressed as anything from space for the chance to win prizes.  

  

Time:  

Junior Disco (preschool to year 2): 6:15pm to 7:15pm (entry from 6pm) 

Senior Disco (year3 to year 6): 7:30 to 9pm (entry from 7:25) 

Tickets: 

Book your tickets through Flexischools for $6 per child.  

You can also choose to purchase a Disco Fun Pack for $10 per child which 

includes:  

http://www.mfps.act.edu.au/
mailto:leesa.chris@bigpond.com
mailto:leesa.chris@bigpond.com


Alderman St Evatt, ACT 2617 Ph: 6142 2770 – Web: www.mfps.act.edu.au 

1x ticket entry,   

1x choice of hot food (hotdog or vegetarian pastie. Please make a selection),   

1x glow stick pack or glow ring,   

1x snack from canteen (popcorn/chips/iceypole)   

Please note the Disco Fun Pack is only available via pre order through Flexischools. 

  

Alternatively, tickets will be $8 cash on the night.  

  

Parents/carers must complete the attached permission form (separate one for 

preschool) and bring it with you on the night to hand in for entry to the disco. 

Please do not hand it in to the school.  

  

Note for Preschool parents:  

A requirement for preschool students to attend the disco is that a parent/carer stay 

with the child to supervise them. You can choose to stay or allocate another 

parent/carer who is staying at the disco to supervise your child in your absence.  

There is a separate permission form for preschool students that must be completed. 

If you are authorising another parent to supervise your child on the night, you must 

discuss this with them, and they must also sign the permission form to indicate they 

are accepting responsibility for your child.  

If you have questions or concerns about this requirement, please email 

mfpsdisco@gmail.com.  

Goodies/Treats on the night: 

Glowsticks and glow rings will be available for purchase on the night.  

The canteen will also be open with chips, popcorn, lolly bags or icey poles available 

for purchase. 

Please note that hot food is only available if pre ordered as part of the Disco Fun Pack 

via Flexischools and will not be available for purchase on the night.  

 How can you help? 

This event cannot successfully happen without the valuable help of parents! We need 

volunteers for help leading up to and on the night.  

If you can volunteer your time to help on the night please email mfpsdisco@gmail.com, 

sign up on the roster via the Dropbox or on the door near the front office.  

http://www.mfps.act.edu.au/
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Please note that if we don't have enough volunteers, we may have to cancel the 

event.  

Thanks! 

P&C Disco Organising Team 

  

THE GREAT BOOK SWAP – WEDNESDAY 4 SEPTEMBER 

(WEEK 7) 2019 

 

 

 

SRC Fundraiser for the Indigenous Literacy Foundation 

In week 7 the SRC are holding a fundraiser for the Indigenous Literacy Foundation 

(ILF). The ILF raises awareness and funds for children in remote Indigenous 

communities across Australia. The money raised by Miles Franklin students will help 

to provide books to children in these remote communities. 

On Wednesday 4 September the SRC will be holding a Great Book Swap in the 

library. Students are encouraged to choose a book from home that is in excellent 

condition to donate to the Book Swap. These books will be collected from classrooms 

and displayed in the library on Wednesday 4 September. Classes will come through 

the Book Swap and buy a book for a $2 donation. If students would like to donate more 

than one book, that would be wonderful (but please check with parents first). 

Students are encouraged to: 

• Choose a book (or books) from home to donate to the Book Swap. Bring them 

in ASAP to the library or classroom. 

• Bring at least $2 on Wednesday 4 September to buy a second-hand book. 

Any questions please see Vicki Nunn. 
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BOOK WEEK 2019 

Theme: “Reading is my Secret Power” 

 

 

 

 

 

On Friday 23 August (week 5), students are encouraged to come dressed as a 

character from one of their favourite BOOKS. Costumes do not have to be expensive- 

be creative! Students are reminded that we are celebrating Book Week, and costumes 

that do not have their origins in a BOOK (such as superheroes or video game 

characters) are discouraged.  

Students and staff will display their fabulous costumes in a parade at 9:15am. Students 

will then participate in an art activity with a buddy class, based on the books that have 

been short-listed from the Children’s Book Council of Australia. If you would like to 

have a look at the short-listed books, visit https://www.cbca.org.au/shortlist-2019   

 

Happy reading, everyone! 
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