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Notes home 

Swimming Carnival - Due 19 February 

CSIRO  Year 4 - Due 25 February 

Medical Notes - Please update medical notes and medication with Front Office 
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DATES TO REMEMBER 

Monday 15  to 19 February Three Way Interviews 

Friday 26 February Swimming Carnival (Year 3-6 & 
Selected Year 2) 

Monday 1 March Kinder Health Check notes due 

Wednesday 3 March CSIRO Excursion Year 4 

Monday 29 to 31 March Camp Cooba Year 5 &6 

http://www.mfps.act.edu.au/


 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

Information Night and Three-Way Interviews 

Thank you for coming last week to the information sessions. It was great to see so many of you there. We hope it                       
was informative and helped you get to know the teachers in the year groups of your children. We hope you have all                      
used the opportunity to set the three-way goals this week with your child and their teacher. We provide additional                   
slots of time for parents who have separated but always suggest, where possible, for you both to attend together to                    
share the goals of your child. Our expectation is that all parents will participate in this with your children and I’m                     
happy to say that we come very close to that goal. Starting in a fortnight, and for the next few weeks, we will be                        
having ILP/IEP (Individual Learning Plan/Individual Education Plan- the only difference is we use the term IEP to                 
denote that a child is not resourced additionally by the Directorate, there is no difference to the process) meetings                   
for children and if your child has an ILP/IEP (you would know this already!), Sylvia Headon will be contacting you                    
shortly to arrange an appointment. 

At the end of last year and the start of this year, I’ve spoken to a few parents about their children and we have                        
suggested them commencing an IEP. Please feel free to remind me about this for your child.If you have any further                    
questions, please do not hesitate to contact your child’s class teacher in the first instance and then on to the team                     
leader or myself.  

Valuables and other items coming to school 
Please remember children should leave all valuables (phone, instruments, clothing for a changeover between              
parents etc.) at the front office. This especially applies to all electronic devices which are not to be with children or                     
used on the school grounds. If children need to be contacted whilst they are here please contact the front office and                     
likewise we will contact you if your child needs to ask or tell you of a change in plans. 

Car Park 

Thank you once again to the parents and grandparents who are being patient, observing the rules and norms and                   
acting safely in our carpark. Teachers have to be on duty in the carpark at the end of the day. It’s hard to discern                        
who has duty of care in the following scenario: a parent, illegally stopped, calls their child out between parked cars                    
and the child is injured as the parked car reverses suddenly. Is it the teacher on duty or the parent who expected                      
their child to cross between parked cars? We are erring on the side of caution and telling children to remain on the                      
footpath until the car pulls in (pulling in means at least 2 wheels over the white line but as close to the kerb as                        
possible) properly and it’s safe for the child to get in the car. Two things continue to be a problem: parking in the                       
pick up zones and stopping on the bend near the zebra crossing. We are actively requesting parking inspectors to                   
stop these occurrences and are on the verge of making some structural changes to the carpark to ensure that                   
vehicles have to remain in line and cannot create more than 1 lane past cars. Admittedly this will slow traffic in the                      
carpark and might create a queue but we are at a loss as we are still having parents telling their children to do the                        
opposite of what we are asking. 

Thanks 

A huge thanks to Kim in the Canteen and Jen (and the rest of the amazing Preschool fundraising committee) for                    
organising the postponed 2020 Preschool Fun Day at the weekend! It was a lovely day, children had a lot of fun,                     
parents were able to connect with each other whilst adhering to social distance requirements and it showed the                  
great community we have here. Special mention also goes to our super staff who volunteered and helped in the                   
lead-up and on the day. 
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Preschool 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Miles Franklin Preschool 2021, 

includes the start of new 

adventures, friendships and 

learning fun! 
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Kindergarten 
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 It has been a busy three weeks of Kindergarten, where we are learning to work cooperatively 

with lots of different peers. 

We have been busy learning new routines and having fun with hands-on learning.  
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Community News 
 
 

 

With school back,  it’s important to remember that Canberra has lots of health options that don’t involve a trip to a 
hospital emergency department. Many of these are free and available after hours. 

Walk-in Centres provide free, one-off treatment of non-life threatening injury and illness, such as: 

● strains and sprains 
● minor burns or grazes 
● fractures 
● infections 
● colds and flu. 

 

They’re a great choice for children over 2 years of age – children under 2 should see their GP. 

Walk-in Centres are open from 7.30am to 10pm, every day of the year. They are staffed by highly skilled nurses 
who can provide you with a sick certificate and in some cases, medication, saving you time and money. 

The service is free and no appointments are necessary. 

Walk-in Centres are in Tuggeranong, Belconnen, Gungahlin and Dickson. 

To find out more about getting the right health care for your symptoms, visit www.act.gov.au/yourhealthoption 
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Dropping or picking your kids up from school? 

Parents and carers – please keep our kids safe by parking safely and legally around schools especially at school                   
drop offs and pick ups. 

It’s illegal and not OK to double park or park across pedestrian crossings, corners or nature strips as this reduces                    
pedestrian visibility and blocks the ability for kids to see the road clearly. The consequences can be fatal. 

You can also expect to be fined for parking in no stopping zones, bus zones, or in front of driveways. 

For drop offs in the morning, why not park a little further away from the school and walk with your kids the rest of                        
the way? 

For pick ups at the end of the school day, have a pre-determined meeting spot that’s nearby. This helps if you’re                     
running late so your kids know where to wait and you don’t need to rush. 

Walking part of the way to school is also a simple way to reduce congestion and increase safety around schools.                    
Part way points help make the school drop off and collection run easier and faster for parents and reduces                   
congestion at the school gate. For more options on getting your kids to and from school visit                 
https://www.transport.act.gov.au/about-us/schools/active-travel-toolkit 

Access Canberra inspectors including License Plate Recognition vans will be on patrol, so let’s work together to                 
keep our kids safe. For more safety tips visit https://youtu.be/AslMVXpA9Zc and www.act.gov.au/safeparking. 
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Parent/Carers Free Assistive Technology Webinar 
 

Literacy Accessibility Tool 

Boost reading and writing confidence 

Read&Write for Google Chrome (RW4G) 
 

Join us for 1hr Webinar on Introduction to Read & Write for Google Chrome 

  

Tuesday, 23rd March 2021, 3.30-4.30pm 
 

Read&Write for Google Chrome (RW4G) offers support for Google Docs and the web and is especially 

beneficial for students with literacy needs. It offers a range of powerful support tools to assist students 

to gain confidence with reading, writing, studying and research. RW4G is available free for all students in 

ACT Public Schools. Students can access the tool online at school and home.   

This one-hour webinar will provide an introduction to how Read&Write can: 

1. Support reading and access to the curriculum. 

2. Supporting readers with text to speech, dictionary and vocabulary tools, study tools, annotation 

tools and more. 

3. Support writing and the ability to demonstrate understanding. 

4. Supporting writers via word prediction, voice notes, speech recognition, vocabulary support, 

research skills and more.  

Webinar Registration 

 

Click on link to register: https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/5520571330025777421 

 

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the webinar. 

 
NOTE:  If you are unable to attend, please still register to gain access to the recorded live webinar 

 

 

RW4G Videos 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLvSZbmGbKpCTkk3S93CXtQWNf50f_Ow3D&disable_polymer=true 

 

https://www.texthelp.com/en-au/products/read-write/read-write-for-google/ 

 
Further information contact michelle.vanpuyvelde@act.gov.au 
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Securing The Good Life 
with Inclusive Education

What is inclusive education?  
Understanding the  benefits of inclusive education for
all students
Universal Design for Learning and why it is important
Tips for developing Individual Learning Plans
Tips for meeting with school staff
What supports and safeguards should look like
How to build collaborative partnerships with schools
The importance of friendships and connections
Student and family stories on their inclusive education
experience

Free Event
for family

members only

Who
This event is for family members of current and future
school students with disability only.

When
Wednesday, 17th March 2021
9:15 AM - 2:30 PM

Where
Hedley Beare Centre for Teaching and Learning
Stirling ACT

Learn more and register
imaginemore.org.au/ie-workshop-2021

Contact
Anne@imaginemore.org.au

Join us for a day to explore:

 

Wednesday
17th March

2021

COVID-safe, face-to-face workshop
Numbers are strictly limited



COVID-safe, 
face-to-face workshop

Numbers are
strictly limited

When
Monday 22nd and Tuesday 23rd February 2021

Where
Hedley Beare Centre for Teaching and Learning
Stirling ACT

Fees
$110 for people with disability and family members
$350.00 for professionals – support workers, teachers, community
organisations, government, community members

Learn more and register
imaginemore.org.au/events/towards-a-better-life/

Contact
anne@imaginemore.org.au

A two-day live workshop based on the
principles of Social Role Valorisation

 

presented by
John Armstrong

 
This workshop explores why some groups in our society are more
likely to be marginalised. It examines how obtaining valued roles
can change a person's perceived value. As a result of an increase
in status a person can get a better life.

Don’t miss this training if you are serious about seeking the good
things of life for a person with disability.

 

22-23
February

2021
Towards A Better Life
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FIND — Information packs will be sent home early in Term 1

SIGN — Complete the Kindergarten Health Check Consent and Questionnaire

RETURN — To your school by 1 March 2021

If you have not returned your child’s Kindergarten 
Health Check Consent and Questionnaire

VISION CHECK HEARING CHECK

Kindergarten Health Checks are happening this year!

All kindergarten students in the ACT are eligible to receive a 
FREE health check

Your school can provide you with the date of the health check.

Attention Kindergarten Parents!
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