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Newsletter   Week 1 Term 3 
 
 

Notes Home:                                                     Oztag Gala Day 

Questacon Yr 2                                                                Tournament of the Minds 

Dance Kids Program Preschool           MCSS Dance Showcase Yr 5 

Basketball Cup Yrs 3 & 4    Wakakirri Rehearsal Yrs 3-6 

UNSW ICAS UPDATE 
➢ This year all ICAS subjects will be online. 
➢ Writing will be paper based for years 3 and 4 only.  

Due to ICAS being online this year subjects will not be able to be caught up (as in previous 
years) if they are missed on the date the tests are set for.  

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

  

Thursday 25 July Dance Kids Program Preschool 

Thursday 25 July Questacon Excursion Yr 2 

Thursday 25 July 101 Days of Kindergarten 

Friday 26 July 
SRC Dress Up PJ Day (gold coin 
donation) 

Wednesday 31 July 
Jamie Pearlman Basketball Cup Yrs 3 
& 4 Boys 

Wednesday 31 July Maths Afternoon K-3 & Yr 5&6 2-3pm  

Thursday 1 August Wakakirri Rehearsal and Performance 

Friday 2 August Assembly Yr 1 

Friday 2 August 
Maths Morning Yr 4 9-10 am   

 

Tuesday 6 August 
Sue Geh Basketball Cup Yrs 3 & 4 
Girls 

Various dates August September & 
October 

Tournament of the Minds 
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IB Learner Profiles 

 
Congratulations to the following students who will be receiving IB Learner Profile 

certificates at the assembly on Friday 2 August 2019. 

Well done! 

 

Classes Students   

K Davis Xavier A Lily B Sarthak D 

K Smyth Miranda L Joseph B  

K Stewart Nell M Toby M Asher L 

1 Bourne Long H Evie L Willem B 

1 McGarity Annabelle Y Thomas R Tia G 

1 Morris Reyansh C Oliver L  

2 Holland Billy V Luca K  

2 Packard Levi G Benji B  

2 Sybert Sebastian K Otis M  

3 Kragh Kara M Axel W  

3 White Ashton S Hannah V  

4 Dykes Dakota B Riley Q Oscar K 

4 Seymour Max N Callum S Ashleigh K 

4 Witherdin Victoria P Sam W Tilly M 

5 Brennan Yvie P Kane S  

5 Carswell Blake L Julian M Jayla C 

5 Ebbage Annabel M Angus O  

6 Bensley Reese P Hayley Cody 

6 Maxwell Annie H Liam S Toby S 

6 Thompson Brielle R Adam C Becky B 
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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

 

Welcome back 

I hope you have had a chance to catch up with your children over the last fortnight! 

I’d also like to welcome the families who have joined us this week and look forward 

to supporting and extending your children over the years we will be working in 

partnership together.  

IB Evaluation Visit 

In Week Nine this term we will be welcoming two members of the IB Evaluation 

Team. As an IB school evaluations take place four years after authorisation and then 

every five years after that. We have developed a short survey which (if you choose 

not to explain your answer) will only take around 1 minute to complete, this survey 

will be coming out soon. If you would like to write more that would be lovely and will 

give us rich feedback on how we are doing. This is in addition to the parent 

satisfaction survey which takes place in the middle of Term Three each year. Our 

children will also be surveyed on aspects of the IB program and their enjoyment of 

school. The Evaluation Team will also be spending a few minutes talking with 

parents about the program. If you would like to be part of this group, please let me 

know- we aim to have up to a dozen parents, who between them, will show the 

diversity of the school community from Preschool to Year Six.  We would schedule 

the meeting for approximately 2.30pm so parents could collect their children easily 

afterwards. 

Fence meeting 

As many of you will be aware we have a proposal for a fence to be placed around 

the school. The primary reason for this is to ensure the safety of our children but it 

also has benefits in reducing out of hours vandalism. Thankfully we are situated in a 

very safe area and we have few problems compared to other schools but this 

proposal has been assessed by the School Board, P&C and staff and we are all in 

favour of this. On Wednesday 7th August (Week Three) we will be holding a 

consultation on this process in the library for parents and members of the broader 

community so if you have neighbours who might be interested please let them know 

they are welcome to attend. The meeting will start at 6.00pm and needs to conclude 

by 6.45pm so the presenter from our Directorate can attend another appointment. 

We will then move to the P&C meeting directly afterwards. If you have any questions 

regarding this beforehand, please let me know. 

Staffing changes 

I would like to welcome Brett Maron to the school. Brett is taking over from Michael 

Vitek and joins us next week from Fadden Primary School until the end of the year. 

At this stage it is too early to state our staffing for 2020 although the same model will 

continue, we are just not sure who will be in certain roles! Clem Van Vuuren is 
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replacing Donna Brennan whilst she is overseas seeing family for the start of this 

term and I will be away at other Directorate schools for three weeks starting in Week 

Three with Nicole replacing me and a classroom teacher supporting the school 

Executive in an acting capacity. Once this process is finalised we will let you know. 

Shade Sails 

It was lovely to return after the holidays and see the lovely shade sails over Blacktop. 

We would all like to thank our amazing P&C for their support in getting those 

replaced so quickly (it takes a long time to make the sails, the decision to help was 

very quick!). 

A big term ahead! 

Working in a school is pretty relentless- outside of the school breaks we never seem 

to stop! (I think everyone knows teachers work through the ‘holidays’ too). Over the 

next few weeks we are having Pyjama Day, our ILP and IEP review meetings, 

Basketball, Wakakirri performance and Oztag gala day. The following week we have 

the Year Six combined band and the Governor General’s STEM challenge for a 

small group of children. In Week Five we have our concerts, the Book Week 

Assembly and Belconnen region athletics carnival. Kindergarten health checks are in 

Week Six along with the Year Five combined band and the Father’s Day stalls. The 

following week Exhibition commences and the Year Ones have an excursion. In the 

final three weeks we have our Preschool Fun Day, author visits, the Chief Minister’s 

Reading Challenge ends, IB Evaluation visit and our Music Festival. This list does 

not cover learning journeys, assemblies and the many other things that keep us busy 

to bring the best outcomes for your children. 

 

Reminders for the semester (please note this is not an exhaustive list or 

in order of importance!) 

• Please remember to read the newsletter- it has important information for you 

• Please be mindful of your car park speed, where and how you park 

• Please be mindful of how you approach or speak to other parents or their 

children, especially if it is not about organising a play date etc. I heard a great 

quote last year- communication isn’t what you say, it is what the other person 

hears. Respectful relationships for all members in our community is a must 

• Please remember your child needs to be in school uniform. Uniform can be 

purchased from the canteen uniform shop either new or second-hand 

• If your family is experiencing financial hardship, please speak to me about 

uniforms, book-packs, excursions etc. Please understand we cannot cover 

everything fully all of the time. For example we supported children to attend 

the Year 5/6 camp earlier this year and this was for over $4000. We receive 

$5000 annually for this purpose so we have to manage what we can help with 

and how much. 
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• Dogs are not allowed on school grounds while children are present. Please tie 

them to a tree on the school boundary if necessary 

• The best toilets for parents to use during the day are those by the canteen/hall 

rather than those by the classrooms 

• All staff are mandatory reporters- we have to do this when required as it’s the 

law but I will not confirm or deny if a report has been made 

• When there is a disagreement between children I generally find the truth is 

somewhere between the two 

• Please remember to sign in if you are going to be here for an extended period 

after school starts or are here before 2.30 (we understand- and encourage- 

parents to come early to wait for their children).  

• If you keep volunteering in the school (and we love you to do so!) please 

apply for a Working with Vulnerable People card if you haven’t a current one. 

They are free but a requirement  

• If you have a question about your child’s education, please speak to their 

teacher in the first instance. If you need further clarification or assistance then 

please speak to their Executive teacher, Nicole or myself 

• If there is an emergency in the school (unlikely as it is, it can still happen) 

please do not come to the school. Our priority is to maintain the safety and 

welfare of our children and in those instances experience shows one parent 

coming to collect their child can raise anxiety levels in dozens more as to why 

their parent hasn’t come 

• Balance attendance with health, notes or phone calls if children are away 

please etc. 

Whilst I do endeavour to set a positive tone for our school, I do deal with a range of 

important issues in our school and I find gentle reminders of the above help set the 

tone for a harmonious community! 

 

Chris 
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PE | SPORT NEWS - TERM 3 WEEK 1 

 

PE | Sport Dates to Remember 

 

• Jamie Pearlman Cup (Basketball) Years 3 & 4 – July 31 

• Sue Geh Cup (Basketball) Years 3 & 4 – August 6 

• Oztag Gala Day – August 8 

• Belconnen Region Primary Schools Athletics Carnival - August 19 (Term 3 

Week 5) 

 

Belconnen Region Athletics Carnival Entry Information: 

August 19 

 

For the 1500 metres, students aged from 10 years to 12 years can nominate direct 

to the event at the ACT 12 & Under Championships using the Nomination Form that 

is available from the School Sport ACT website.  

For the High Jump, students aged from 8 years to 12 years direct to the event at 

the ACT 12 & Under Championships using the Nomination Form that is available 

from the School Sport ACT website. With both of these events, please note that 

there are qualification standards applied.  

 

NRL Sullivan Shield Wrap Up 

In Term 2 Week 7, MFPS competed in the North side NRL tackle competition at 

Nicholls Playing Fields. In the Year 5/6 Division we had 1 mixed team of 14 students, 

and in the Year 5/6 Division we had 2 mixed teams of 28 students. Although the 

years 3/4 division was a non-scoring competition, our team won 3 and draw 1. The 

years 3/4 students played really well and there was lots of encouragement 

throughout their games. The years 5/6 teams were short of progressing onto the 

finals day and should all be very proud of their efforts on the day.  

Miles Franklin Primary provided the most teams for the competition and was 

acknowledged and commended by the NRL. We would like to send a big thank you 

to our parent helpers on the day: Rhiannon C / Daniel C and Vee M / Murray M, and 

a huge thanks to our staff; Stephanie L and Mrs Thompson for helping to run the 

event on the day. 
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Pre-School. 

Building community with buddies!   



Mathematics at Miles Franklin 
 

Following is a brief update on what has been happening in each year level in Mathematics so far 

this year at Miles Franklin. 

 

Preschool 
Preschool have been consolidating their pre-number skills in regards to sorting, 1:1 counting and 
patterns. Through explicit teaching the children have had time to talk about the concepts and 
develop key vocabulary and language. The preschoolers then had the opportunity to explore 
these concepts through play and games. They also had opportunities to engage with the Elsa 
(Stem) app to experience the concept digitally. The children are applying their new skills to their 
daily routines. They are also taking great delight in noticing patterns within their classroom, in 
their art and on their clothes. 

 

Kindergarten 
Kindergarten have been looking at building our foundation skills. Our focus is subtraction and 
Friends of Ten. We have been playing a range of maths games and building on our counting on 
skills. We have also been developing one to one correspondence.  
 
In Kindergarten we also like sharing our knowledge with each other and talking about how we 
can solve problems and identify patterns which occur in maths. 

 

Year 1 
Year 1 have been inquiring into probability within the unit How the world works. Our students 
are exploring what will happen, what might happen and what won’t happen during our 
experiments.  
 
We have explored what strategies we can use to solve addition and subtraction problems. Year 
1 have been practising vocabulary in maths and sharing our ideas and questions about maths 
with each other. 

 

Year 2 
Year 2 have been investigating shapes and where 
they are present in our environment. Our students 
have inquired into how we use shapes to construct 
equipment in our playground and their importance 
in everyday activities. 
 
We have explored vocabulary used to describe 
shapes and posed questions as to why shapes have 
certain properties and what makes them unique. 



 

Year 3 
Year 3 have been focusing on solving word problems in 

mathematics standalone inquiry. We make sure we document 

our thinking, work out different strategies to solve the word 

problem and give feedback to each other to progress our 

learning. 

 
 

 

Explicit teaching of word problems benefits students as they have 

the opportunity to collaborate their ideas and intentionally use 

mathematical terminology. 

 

We have enjoyed the opportunity to share ideas with each other 

and continue working on our inquiry in maths. 

 

Year 4 
In How the world works Year 4 have been inquiring into 
the importance of using data as evidence to show how 

natural behaviours and geographical challenges have an 
impact on living things. We have been collecting, 

interpreting and graphing data involving temperature and 
rainfall. We have even created 

digital graphs. 
 

In our inquiry into number Year 4 are exploring fractions and see how 
numbers and operations can be used to identify equivalent fractions. 
The children are exploring the relationships between operations such 

as multiplication and division. They are increasingly seeing the 
importance of knowing their number facts and applying their 

knowledge efficiently to 
solve a variety of word 

problems. 

 

 



 

Year 5 
Year 5 have been focusing on fractions, decimals and percentages as part of Who we are. Our 
tuning into the inquiry had the students thinking about the following two questions. 
1.What is the relationship between fractions, decimals and percentages? 
2. 40% of 70 = 70% of 40. What do you think/know about this? 
 
This sparked a discussion about the meaning of ‘percent’ and how to convert between fractions, 
decimals and percentages. Students were given the challenge to put a range of fractions, 
decimals and percentages onto a clothes line. Some students extended their thinking by finding 
other fractions, decimals and percentages to add to their clothes line.  
We are continuing with our journey on learning how to add and subtract fractions using 
different strategies. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How can we solve this using: 
 

- Visual strategies like shapes  
  

- Number lines 
 

- Mental strategies 
 

- Box 

models  
 
 
  

 

 

 



Year 6 
Why is x the odd one out? What translation is different? 

 
 

Recently across Year 6 we have been looking into various properties of shapes and the 
connections to:- solving area problems; looking into transformations, creating nets, using our 
knowledge of angles to solve unknown arcs such as complementary and supplementary angles. 
We explore concepts from a hands-on concrete approach to the abstract written algorithm with 

games to build speed and fluency.  
 

 
Photos: Top left students using paddle pop sticks to explore angles, top right making 

connections between area and the formula, bottom left a student built city using nets and 
bottom right written work long division to solve unit pricing. 

Answer: ‘4’ The first three are rotated. 

 

Maths Afternoon 
 

When: Wednesday 31st July 2019 between 2pm-3pm (K-3 & Yrs5&6)  
 (Please note the Year 4 sessions will be on Friday 2nd August 
9-10am) 
Where: Your child/children’s classroom 
All parents/carers are welcome. 



 



SRC Pyjama Dress up day
What: Dress up in your 
pyjamas 

Why: To raise money for the 
Basket Brigade 

When: Friday 26 July, 
Week 1 Term 3

Bring: A gold coin donation
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