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Newsletter   Week 1 Term 4 
 
 

 

Notes Home:                                                 

Act smart Eco Bus Tour Green Team   

Year 3 & 4 Camp Birrigai 

IB PYP Well Being Study Yr 5 

Author Visit and Workshops  

MCSS Dance Rehearsal 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

Friday 18 October 

Miles Franklin day Assembly 

(Brilliant Writers Presentation) 9-
10.30am 

Monday 21 – Friday 25 October Aquasafe Swim School Yr 2 

Tuesday 22 October & 

Wednesday 23 October 

Learning Journey Yr 1 2.30-3.30 

Learning Journey Yr 1 8.30-9.30 

Tuesday 22 October Learning Journey Kinder 2.30-3.15 

Friday 25 October Assembly French & Band  

Friday 25 October Act smart Eco Bus Tour Green Team 

Wednesday 30 October – Friday1 
November 

Camp Birragai Yr 3 & 4 

Wednesday 30 October Author Visits and Workshops P-Yr 2 

Thursday 31 October 
MCSS Dance Showcase Rehearsal at 
Melba Copland 10am-1pm 

Thursday 31 October CMRC Awards Ceremony 10-11.30am 

Thursday 31 October Learning Journey Yr 2 2.30-3.30pm 
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IB Learner Profiles 

 
Congratulations to the following students who will be receiving IB Learner Profile 

certificates at the assembly on Friday 25 October 2019. 
Well done! 

 

Classes Students   

K Davis Kaleb B Everett G Harlow W 

K Smyth Jeanelle F Dane S  

K Stewart Hannah A Beau H  

1 Bourne William G Nadya A Matthew D 

1 McGarity Terry C Aston E-F Bella E 

1 Morris Lucila K Finn M Teoman D 

2 Holland Wrenn H Chelsea H  

2 Packard Madison L Pepper M  

2 Sybert Farhad A Bailey K  

3 Kragh Sanan K Elijah S Liam C 

3 Marshall Wyett F Josie W Jake M 

3 White Charlie L Jakob K  

4 Dykes Molly B Tamara G Zoe O 

4 Seymour Dilpreet S Christopher N Katie C 

4 Witherdin Khloe S Ethan S Bianca P 

5 Brennan Edward H-F Talea D Cassie W 

5 Dorsett Peter P Ruby T  

5 Ebbage Tyler B Gabriel C  

6 Bensley Athan James Ashlia 

6 Maxwell Toby S Annie H Jasmine B 

6 Thompson George A. Milana K. Mitchell M. 
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

We hope you all had some time over the last two weeks to spend some quality time 

with your children and we welcome you back to another huge term! 

Miles Franklin Day 

Friday is a significant day in our calendar as we celebrate Stella Maria Sarah Miles 

Franklin through our Parade, Brilliant Writers assembly and classroom activities from 

‘the olden days’. It is wonderful to see the children dressed in clothes from yesteryear 

(circa 1879-1900) and then enjoy the fun of the rest of the day. Celebrating the birthday 

of Miles Franklin and her legacy is incredibly important: a feminist, suffragist and 

author who left a legacy of equality, literature, a suburb and of course our wonderful 

school!  I’d like to thank in advance the amazing staff who have worked on coordinating 

the Brilliant Writers assembly and the other activities, the judges for their tireless work 

over the holidays and a massive thanks to our P&C for supporting us with the prizes 

and thank-you gifts to the judges! The Parade usually takes place on the Blacktop, 

unless it is raining, and the assembly takes place in the hall immediately afterwards. 

Infrastructure  

As you will be aware the draft proposal for a school fence is not being progressed at 

this time. If you would like to have a chat about this, please feel free to email me, see 

me in the playground or make an appointment to discuss this further. 

Preschool Cubby 

Over the holidays an amazing group of parents and helpers built a cubby house in the 

Preschool. It looks amazing! I would like to thank the following people and businesses 

who have helped with this: Rachel and Paul Salloum, Andrew Curran, Mark Callaway, 

Trussme and Bunnings Belconnen. Without their help and commitment, as well as the 

help from Mark, Georgina and the rest of the Preschool team in the school, this 

wouldn’t have happened. We are very appreciative! 

Fete 

The Fete is less than five weeks away (Saturday 16th November from 3.00-7.00pm)! 

Thanks to the volunteers who went to the bulb dig at Floriade this Monday to help 

provide stocks for our plant stall in the next few weeks. Please keep an eye out in the 

newsletter and fete flyers for more information on the fete and to be able to volunteer- 

it often only takes an hour of your time and when everyone does that it supports the 

other volunteers and makes a massive difference to the school. We are fundraising to 

provide a shaded area and seating outside small portable as these are the only classes 

in the school that do not have this. Last year we said we thought this will be a two-year 

project so all support is gratefully received, and fingers crossed we can develop 

something ready for early next year! 
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Classes for 2020 

Whilst nothing is truly finalised until we begin the new school year, due to unexpected changes 

that occur, our class model for 2020 will be as follows: 

Preschool - 4 classes, Monday, Tuesday and alternate Wednesday; alternate Wednesday, 

Thursday and Friday. 

Kindy to Year Six - 3 classes per year level. 

These will only be straight classes; there will not be a multi-age or ‘composite’ class. Classes 

will be situated where they are currently.  

We announce the teachers for each year group in Week Eight this term at the P&C meeting 

on Wednesday night and then in the newsletter the following day. Please don’t ask the 

teachers- they genuinely don’t know and if they do know something we agree as a staff not to 

discuss it as changes can happen at the last minute! There is a process: we discuss the needs 

of the staff, the needs of the children in the school and mentoring and support for beginning 

teachers and create the best fit. These things are never perfect, but we aim to get as close to 

it as possible. 

As with previous years, we will not be seeking parental or student requests for friendship 

groups for our 2020 classes. This is due to the administrative burden placed on staff and the 

fact our year groups work and play so much with each other but please rest assured their 

current teacher and Executive will ensure there is a friend with your child in their class. 

However, if you have a specific request beyond this please email it to me at 

chris.jones@ed.act.edu.au only under the subject heading ‘2020 classes’ as I receive many 

emails every day and will give your requests the utmost consideration and under a specific 

subject line I can ‘sweep’ to make sure I have them all. I apologise in advance but I need a 

process to be able to do this well so this is the only way your request can be given so it can 

be tracked - most years I’m asked why a request was not granted only to find out it was made 

to the class teacher or an Executive. If you do not have access to email please speak to Kirstie, 

Robyn or Selina in the front office and they will email me on your behalf. As in previous years, 

children going into Kindergarten, Preschool and those children who have an Individual 

Learning Plan will be notified of their teacher before the end of the year whilst all others will 

be able to find out their teacher from the front office when we return in the week before school 

during ‘meet the teacher’ on Friday 31st January from 8.30-10.30. Please let us know if you 

are unsure or know that you will not be returning to Miles for 2020. If we don’t hear from you, 

we will assume your child will be continuing up to the next year group with their classmates in 

2020. 

School Banking Review 

The Australian Securities and Investment Commission (ASIC) is currently undertaking a 

review into school banking processes in primary schools to provide a national perspective on 

these programs. They are seeking opinions from interested stakeholders. If you would like to 

answer the nine consultation questions they have developed please follow this link: 

https://consultation.asic.gov.au/financial-capability/review-school-banking-programs/ 

Chris 
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PRESCHOOL NEWS 

We are off to a busy start at Preschool already! We have begun our new unit of inquiry: 

How The World Works, where will be investigating changes in ourselves and the 

environment around us. As a provocation into our new inquiry, the pre-schoolers have 

been examining photos of their classmates as babies. A discussion was had about 

what has changed and what has stayed the same since we were born, and we had 

lots of fun trying to guess who was who in their photo! This week Preschool Blue group 

have been looking at changes to water using Gelli Baff and watercolours. They have 

really enjoyed the sensory investigations and we are looking forward to conducting a 

variety of experiments over the course of the term – stay tuned for more stories of our 

messy endeavours!  

Our Preschool P&C have been doing AMAZING things for us this year. Over the school 

holidays, a team of incredible parents and carers worked tirelessly to build the most 

beautiful cubby house for us. We have been so fortunate to receive nearly $3,000 

worth of resources from the funds raised by preschool families this year and the 

children are really enjoying them. 

Term Four will be full of lots of exciting events for our Pre-schoolers. A Dates for Your 

Diary note will be sent home next week with a summary of all these wonderful 

experiences. An excursion to the bus wash, kindergarten orientation, visit to the school 

canteen and water fun day are just some of the incredible things coming our way this 

term.  
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Kindergarten 

2019 

 

Kindergartens have been making connections between 
the past, present and future in our inquiry into Where we 
are in place and time.  Recently we have been focusing on 
place and learning about where we live and who was here 
before us. 

In Mathematics Kindergarten have been exploring and 
expanding on our mathematical strategies. For example, 
friends of ten and doubles are all useful strategies to help 
problem solve efficiently. We have also been exploring 
measurement and investigating volume, weight and 
capacity. The students were interested in finding out why 
the different containers held the same amounts even 
though they were different sizes.  

In Literacy Kindergarten have begun to learn about fiction 
and nonfiction texts. We will be exploring the purposes for 
reading both and some key text features. 
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LIBRARY NEWS 

 

 

 

OVERDUE BOOKS 

Please encourage your children to find their overdue books as soon as possible and 

return them to the library.  If your children have damaged or lost their library books, 

please see Vicki in the library. 

 

TEACHER APPRECIATION DAY 2019  

 

On Friday 25th October we would love your help in providing morning tea for our 

fantastic teaching staff to say a big thank you for everything they do at Miles Franklin 

Primary for our children. 

We would love a donation of a plate of goodies, e.g.: cake, biscuits, slice (sweet or 

savory), cheese and biscuits, fruit plate, scones, pastries.  We have about 40 staff, but 

you don’t have to make, bake or buy for that many.  With a number of donations, 6 to 

12 of something is fantastic, easy to manage and doesn’t take a lot of time to get 

prepared.  We had an amazing amount of food provided for our support staff morning 

tea last term and if we can have as many donations this time that would be just as 

amazing. 

Please drop off the plate to the canteen by 9am Friday 25th October so we can set up 

morning tea staff by 11am.  (If you would like your container or plate returned please 

put a label on it with your child’s name and class and we will get it back to them in the 

lunch tubs). 

Thank you in advance for your family support for this day! 
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It’s time to put the Front 
Office staff to the test! 

How many Chocolate Blocks can be donated to the front 
office for the Fete’s Chocolate Toss? 

Can we break their will power not to eat it!?!? 

 
Let’s Try! Donate your blocks of chocolate for 

the Chocolate Toss now! 

 

 
 

Annual Twilight Fete – Saturday 16 November – 3pm to 7pm 
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FREE YOGA CLASSES  

 

There are only 4 spots left for our FREE Kids Yoga Class for ACT Children's Week. 

You can secure your spot and find out more information here.  

 

 

 

To celebrate Children's Week further, I have teamed up with Lulu Lemon to offer a 

FREE family yoga session which is this Sunday 20 September. It's at Lulu Lemon in 

the city and your community can secure a spot for each family member here.    

 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or would like further 

information.  

 

Rachel  

Shine Om Yoga 

0424 027 623  

info@shineom.com.au  

www.shineom.com.au 
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Social and Emotional Learning  
Update Term 4 

 
Social and Emotional Learning (SEL) is a component of our teaching 
curriculum that is taught on a weekly basis in our classrooms. Below are 
some examples of lessons taught across the 5 SEL skills: 

 
Kindergarten: 

 
 

Year One: 

 



Year Two: 

 
 
 
Year Three: Year Four: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Year Five: 

 
 
Year six: 
 

 



Children’s 
Asthma  
Education 
Service
Helping children with  
asthma breathe easier

The Children’s Asthma Education Service 
(CAES) provides children, young people  
and their families with initial and continuing 
support to manage their asthma. 

health.act.gov.au/asthma
Ph: Community Health Intake 5124 9977

health.act.gov.au
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