
Newsletter Week 7 Term 2

DATES TO REMEMBER

Tuesday 27 April - 4 June Enrolments open for 2022

Friday 11 June Year 6 Assembly - Link will be
provided

Tuesday 15 June Author Visit

Friday 25 June Kinder Assembly - Link will be
provided

Friday 25 June Last Day of Term 2

Monday 12 July Start of Term 3

Notes Home

Author Visit - K - 6 Due June 11

Medical Notes - Please update medical notes and medication with Front Office
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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE

Children Excelling
The following children represented the school at the recent Belconnen district cross country: Victoria P in Year Six,
Josie W in Year Five, Jarrah M in Year Four and Jarvis W in Year 3. Congratulations to these amazing runners, they
all averaged under 5 min per kilometre which is a terrific pace over a long distance!

Athletics Carnival
A huge thank-you to the amazing parents who volunteered last Friday at the Athletics Carnival. With so many
children participating we really valued the help we were able to receive! Thanks also to Kim and the canteen staff
for their tireless work, to Michele Davis for her amazing organisation and all the staff who went out early to set up
the equipment.

Voluntary Contributions and Book packs
The school, as part of a Directorate roll-out, is moving to a new finance system and that is why we haven’t sent out
invoices for book packs and voluntary contributions. We are hoping to have invoices out to parents in the next few
weeks before the end of the financial year. In 2017 we added a Building Trust Fund in addition to the Library Trust
Fund and we know parents like to utilise this as a tax-effective way of paying their voluntary contributions. As a
School Board and with the support of the P&C we have made a long-term commitment that voluntary contributions
and fundraising would go towards two areas in the school: enhancing digital technologies and infrastructure
improvements.

As we saw last year, a strong selection of ICT resources are critical in a modern school and we continue to do this
with robotics, Chromebooks and iPads. We also need to upgrade our interactive white boards in the classrooms as
some of them are getting quite old now and it becomes difficult for children to see the screen clearly. Our major
fundraising commitment for infrastructure continues to be to improve the shade and space outside small portable
(they are the only classroom unit that doesn’t have a defined space of shade and seating) and then from there in
future years to improve and increase the shade across the school. We are also having an airlock installed near the
hall to reduce the amount of hot or cold air coming in and reduce our energy costs. The Directorate will be funding
the majority of this.

Reports
I have started reading the end of semester reports which should come to you on the Wednesday of Week Nine. We
will notify you if there is a delay in this process but are confident this can be done (the system is affected by the
number of schools using it at a time- we hope that by getting in early, we can mitigate against this happening). We
will also be opening up Parent Teacher Online for you to book in for a three-way interview with your child and their
teacher and I urge all parents to have this meeting as a wealth of information can be shared in a few minutes. If you
are unable to attend in person, we can organise an online meeting with you. Please let your child’s class teacher
know this.

Hats off
Now that we are in winter, hats do not need to be worn on the playground. Please remind your children that hoods
are not to be worn over their heads instead though.
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IB Learner Profiles
Congratulations to the following students who will be receiving IB Learner Profile certificates on Friday 11
June. Well done!
Classes Students

K Mathewson Matilda B Alexander B Winslett G

K Morris Beth M Valentina P

K Stewart Ava M Charlie A

1 Marshall Philippa J Matilda P Sebastian B

1 Birch Henry  H Matthew M

1 Prunster Ryker B Elsa H Jakob O

2 Witherdin Mark K Indie H Carter R

2 Roberts Lilliana C Jimmy P Sam G

2 Hepple Paige F Imaniyat A Beau H

3 Geddes Annabelle Y Jamie F Reyansh C

3 Bullock Lilly B Amelia H Max W

3 Nuttall Matthew D Marley R Shaivee S

4 Fletcher William H-F Chelsea H Syamil M

4 Malusa Nadia A Jasper P Zara K

4 Holland Chimezie D Remy H Isabella S

5 Dykes Lilly S Myles C

5 Lehtsalu Freya H Lilliana Y

5 Dorsett Charlie A Jake M Sofia P

6 Brennan Faith G Nora O Finn S

6 Kragh Tilly M Harry N Lorenzo V

6 Aston Chris N Kaede B Tamara G
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Year 3

How We Express Ourselves and Where We Are in Place and Time

In Year 3 we have been exploring the concept of beauty, inquiring into what it means
to us and what it looks like in nature. Students brought in items from home and
explained why they were beautiful to them. Many stated it was because they held
special meaning.

Students went on a nature walk around the school and identified the qualities of
beauty by exploring texture, shape, lines of symmetry and colour. Students were
challenged to consider different perspectives on beauty. They determined that
although someone else might not find something beautiful, that doesn’t mean it isn’t

still beautiful.

In Week 3 we went on an excursion to The National Arboretum. We
learnt about the Ginseng Tree and found it fascinating that this is the
only leaf without a stem. We also learnt how easily seeds can travel to
new places by being carried in water, wind and by animals.

Students were asked to sketch and describe something beautiful to
them about the Arboretum. Many students chose to focus on trees they
had learnt more about, such as the flame tree and described their
beauty by applying their knowledge about the qualities of beauty.

We conducted a case study into David Attenborough, learning more about his
past and his passion for nature. We watched elements of his nature
documentaries and took notes on the issues he identified occurring in nature. We
also reflected on the impact humans are having on nature and ways we can take
action to help our planet.

Relating to this, students researched issues in nature, the human impact and
proposed a solution and are excited to present their findings to the class.
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Year 4

How the World Works

Year 4 has been investigating how the natural world and its patterns shape
human responses and behaviours. This has seen the students undertake a
range of inquiry activities into both natural and man-made disasters,
culminating in the displays of their work in learning journey presentations.

The next transdisciplinary unit will see students build on their research and investigative skills and establish a
working understanding of designing and implementing a unit of inquiry.

Alderman St Evatt, ACT 2617 Ph: 6142 2770 – Web: www.mfps.act.edu.au

http://www.mfps.act.edu.au


Author Visit – Dr Cameron Stelzer, The Story Doctor

On Tuesday 15 June, we have a special visit from Author and Illustrator Dr Cameron Stelzer. Dr Cameron is visiting
Miles Franklin Primary School to run workshops with our K-6 students. Kinder students will enjoy an interactive Big
Screen Book Reading and follow-along drawing activity with Cameron. Year 1-2 students will participate in a writing
workshop focusing on idea formation and inspirations for narratives. Cameron will be engaging Year 3-4 students in
a workshop exploring exciting and descriptive writing. Year 5-6 students will be taking a behind-the-scenes look at
creating a book, and applying their own creative components. Students and teachers are looking forward to a great
day!

In conjunction with the Author Visit, Miles Franklin PS families have a special opportunity to purchase signed and
personalised copies of Cameron’s books at special prices. Individual books are $15 each and there are also
exclusive book sets available. Students will receive an order form on the day of the workshops. Forms and payment
can be returned the following day, Wednesday 16 June, to the Front Office.
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Green Team Update

In Week 4, some of our Green Team  chose to harvest carrots from the school garden. The experience was great
fun, and the children were heard chanting “Carrots, carrots, carrots…” as they carried their carrots through the
playground to the school kitchen for cleaning. We hope they tasted just as delicious as they looked!
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Community News

The next General Meeting of the Miles Franklin P & C will be held at 7pm on Wednesday 9 June (Week 8). The
meeting will be held in the school's meeting room (access via the main entrance).

Due to COVID physical distancing requirements, those who are planning to attend will need to register via
EventBrite by 6pm, 23 March.
(https://www.eventbrite.com/e/miles-franklin-p-c-general-meeting-2021-term-2-week-8-tickets-157463245807).
Meeting attendees will also have to check in on the night using the Check In CBR app.

The meeting is open to all parents and carers of Miles Franklin PS students as well as interested citizens. We hope
to see you there!

Contact mfpandc@outlook.com if you have any questions or would like to be added to the P & C email list.
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