
Newsletter Week 3 Term 2

DATES TO REMEMBER

Tuesday 27 April - 4 June Enrolments open for 2022

Friday 7 May Arboretum - Year 3 excursion

Friday 7 May Preschool Red & Green School
Photos

Friday 7 May Mothers Day Stall - Preschool (Red &
Green) K - 6 except Year 3

Tuesday 11 May Year 6 Combined Band

Tuesday 11 May NAPLAN commences for Years 3 & 5

Friday 14 May Year 4 Assembly - Link to be provided

Wednesday 26 May Belconnen Cross Country - Selected
Students

Medical Notes - Please update medical notes and medication with Front Office
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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE

Mother’s Day Stall
A huge thank-you to Rachel and Kate and the volunteers who helped this week on the Mother’s Day stall- it was a
great success with lots of lovely gifts- thank you for the donations and amazing creativity!

P&C Members
At the P&C AGM last night, the following parents were voted into the following Executive roles:

Natalie Smith- P&C President

Angie Mosely- P&C Vice-President

Kylie Gillam- P&C Treasurer

David Whitelaw- P&C Secretary

We are blessed to have such a committed group of parents supporting our school. I’d also like to thank Gemma,
Jen and Carissa for continuing to support the school with fundraising. However, they are only able to support with
more volunteers- we really need a team of people from Preschool through to Year Six who are able to donate a
small amount of time to spread the load over the group. If you are able to help please let Selina or Kim in the
canteen know (or me- I can pass the message along too!).

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank Angie for her work as P&C President over the last 3 years. She
has led the P&C through COVID and the issues that caused for the various sections of the P&C: school closure
meant staff in the canteen and MFOSHC had to be looked after, we had to work out ways of ensuring our music
tutors were able to continue in their roles, and the children could continue with the music they love, and the uniform
shop had a lot of stock and we didn’t know at first whether we would need it if children continued learning from
home for an extended period. Thankfully, we know that didn’t happen, but the stresses were there at the beginning.
Angie also worked tirelessly to update the constitution, necessary as things hadn’t changed in 40 years and didn’t
reflect the world we are in now. On a personal level it has also been wonderful working with Angie- she deeply
cares about the children, wants to support families, and will always try and find the funny side to things!

School Review
In two weeks we will be welcoming the School Review team to the school. They consist of two former principals
from ACER (Australian Council for Education Research) and two principals from the ACT. We have sent them our
written evidence and documentation and in that week they will meet with staff, students and parents. They have
scheduled conversations with all staff, and a range of parents and students. If you would like to speak with the
review team- and we would love you to!- please let me know and I will add you to the list. They will be meeting on
Tuesday afternoon with parents. They like to have a thorough cross-section of our parent and student community
so I might approach a few of you if necessary to ensure we can give them that spread. They only speak to staff
individually- children and parents are in groups so don’t worry, you won’t be by yourself which might be a bit
daunting! At the end of the 3 days in school we receive a report which will be shared with the school community
towards the end of term- our 2016 report is on the website- and then we start writing the next school improvement
plan ready for 2022. If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to ask. Thanks in advance for your help and
support.
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IB Learner Profiles
Congratulations to the following students who will be receiving IB Learner Profile certificates on Friday 14
May. Well done!
Classes Students

K Mathewson Arwyn H Zane M Emmett P

K Morris Freya R Matias V Wali S

K Stewart Theo W Eve S Payton B

1 Marshall Daniel T Thomas P Sarah G

1 Birch Clementine G Mikayla S Charlie C

1 Prunster Harrison H Claire K Quinn C-T

2 Witherdin Maya R Jana A Kaleb B

2 Roberts Eva B Kyran R Zac M

2 Hepple Samuel Q Aubrey P Lachlan M

3 Geddes Zoe D Ryan E Sienna B

3 Bullock Eleanor B Charlie H Oscar R

3 Nuttall Raymond B Kaleb S Lucy H

4 Fletcher Sammy B Zoe P Aenea S

4 Malusa Scarlett H Pravachan D Lilah P

4 Holland Tanisha G Amelia G Mason S

5 Dorsett Charla M Ivan c Mahli P

5 Dykes Josie W Lenny B Lucas M

5 Lehtsalu Liam P Jade M

6 Brennan Poppy B Caitlin B Ethan S

6 Kragh Leo K Zoe O Jack K

6 Aston Bashar A Tammy C Alexis F
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Preschool
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Kinder

We have been inspired in Kindergarten while learning about How
we express ourselves. Over the last few weeks we have been
learning about the elements of music and visual arts. We had
made our own musical instruments and enjoyed playing them to
different music pieces. The teachers were very impressed by our
creativity.

During our inquiry into How the world works we were very excited
to explore our big idea curiosity. The students discovered they had
many questions and wonderings that they are excited to
investigate and learn about over the
next few weeks.

In literacy
we have

been learning about the sounds letter’s make and
how we can put the sounds together to read and write
words. We have been doing lots of practise writing
letters and making sure we form them correctly. This
helps us when we begin to write sentences. As we
are becoming more confident with reading in
Kindergarten, we have also started to explore the
concept of a ‘good fit’ book. This conversation
benefits children because it provides them with
strategies to autonomously select books they can
read and enjoy.
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Writing

At Miles we want all students to see themselves as writers. Within our
classrooms we do lots of learning about what quality writing looks and
sounds like as well as explore different purposes for composing texts.

Sometimes your child might use some unfamiliar terms to describe
their in class learning, so here are two phrases you may hear your
child use and what they mean:

“I need to BUMP UP my writing”
When we talk about ‘bumping up’ our work we mean students making
comparisons between their own written pieces and exemplar texts to
look for ways to improve. This might be through further elaboration of
ideas, substituting word choices, checking their structure or adding or
deleting sections.

Teachers support
this process by
analysing writing
samples with
students to help

them identify the elements of quality texts. We also make sure
our rooms have lots of visual prompts for children to draw on
when writing. You may like to chat with your child to see what
their understanding of ‘bumping it up’ is.

“We have been learning about WOW
words”

When we talk
about ‘WOW
words’ we are
encouraging students to build their vocabulary and use words they
might otherwise not include in their writing. Teachers support this by
highlighting and discussing worlds in texts they read as well as
through word inquiries. When leading into new content, teachers try
to build students’ understanding of technical or subject specific words
so that they are unfamiliar with them and can use them.
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LIBRARY NEWS

OVERDUE BOOKS
Please assist your children to return all their library books as soon as possible. Please let me know if you have any
issues with lost or damaged books.

LIBRARY BAGS
Please ensure that your children have a library bag. Bags help to protect the library books from food or drink in the
student’s school bag.

SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR
Scholastic Book Fair is the library’s annual fundraising event.  Book Fair sales help the school add new resources
to the library collection.  This in turn introduces a variety of new books to our students and helps them to improve
their reading.
Please put the dates into your diaries, Term 2, Week 5, Monday 17 May – Thursday 20 May.  Open times will be
8.30-9.00am and 2.45-3.15pm.
All students and families are invited to attend.

Book Fair information attached
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Book Fair competition for students 
 
 
THEME: “To the Book Fair and Beyond” 
 
At home design an item to promote the Book Fair in Week 5 of Term 2 
 
Ideas you could use with the “To the Book Fair and Beyond” theme: 
 

• Design a book-mark or a book cover  
• Make an astronaut / alien puppet 
• Create a mask 
• Build a rocket or spaceship 
• Design a poster to advertise the book fair 
• Write a poem or story on the “space” theme 
• Write a book review 
• Use your imagination to create any item of your choice 

 
Prizes will be awarded for the most creative work for each year level from preschool to Year 6.   
 
Prizes include books, posters, pencils, erasers and bookmarks.  
 
DUE DATE:  Wednesday 19 May 2021 
 
 

 



                                         

 
 

                                         

                                   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
BOOK FAIR WISH LIST PREPAYMENTS 
 
 
Students will be given the opportunity to visit the Scholastic Book Fair display in the week 10-14 
May 2021.  They will be encouraged to record their wish list to bring home.   
 
When your child brings home a Book Fair Wish List slip and you want to pay for their selection by   
credit card in advance, please: 

1. Go to www.scholastic.com.au /payment 
2. Click “Book Fairs” 
3. Enter your details and amount to pay 
4. Record receipt number on the back of the Wish List 
5. Your child will then bring this payment record back to school, choose the books from the Book 

Fair display and their Wish List with receipt number will be accepted by the cashier as paid. 
 
 
Alternatively, if a cash payment is preferred, it will also be accepted. 
 
 
If books are unavailable at the time of purchase, a back-order will be filled with the book being 
supplied at a later date (usually takes one week for backorders to be delivered to the school) 

 
 
 

 



                                         

 
 

                                         

                                   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Dear Parents and Families: 
 
Reading for pleasure unlocks the power of information and imagination and helps children discover 
who they are. Here’s what you can do to help children develop stronger reading skills and a love for 
reading: 
 

• Set the example. Let your children see you read. 
• Have a collection of books in your home. Update this collection routinely to keep up  

with changing tastes and reading skills. 
• Support our school’s Book Fair. Allow your children to choose their own books  

to read.  
 
Our Scholastic Book Fair is a reading event that brings the books children want to read right into our 
school. It’s a wonderful selection of engaging and affordable books for every reading level. Please 
make plans to visit our Book Fair and be involved in shaping your child’s reading habits.  

Book Fair dates: Monday 17 – Thursday 20 May 2021 
Shopping hours: 8.30-9am & 2.45-3.15pm 
 
We look forward to seeing you and your family at our Book Fair!  Remember, all purchases benefit our 
school.  
 
Thank you 

 



Sign up now at  
jumprope.org.au

Help fight heart disease
Your school is taking part in Jump Rope for Heart - a skipping and fundraising 
program aimed at getting your child physically active, whilst learning about the 
importance of healthy behaviours to look after their heart. 

At the same time, they’ll give back to the community by raising funds  
to help save Australian hearts.

How do I get started?
1. Register your child. Visit jumprope.org.au/parents

2. Share your child’s page with friends and family and ask them to donate 

3.  Log your child’s skipping activity so they can earn prizes  
and virtual badges.

Teachers will organise skipping activities during the school day. If your child is a keen 
skipper, encourage them to skip at home too to earn more badges, faster.

Why should I get involved?
Jump Rope for Heart is a fun way to encourage your child to be physically active, 
helping them grow into healthy adults - reducing their risk of heart disease in the future.
Over the coming weeks, watch your child be more physically active, build their 
confidence and learn some awesome new skipping tricks along the way!

Happy skipping!

Guide for parents



Thank You 
Prizes

2020

$5000
Neo Mountain Bike or  
RedBalloon voucher 

$100
Squeezy Popper  

Animal (Lucky Dip)

$1000
Water Resistant  

Bluetooth Speaker 

$500
DOUBLE UP PRIZE!

Rubik’s Cube  
& Phlat Ball 

$250
BONUS PRIZE!

Think Quick Reaction Ball 

when you raise $250 or more

$35
Mystery  

Skipping Rope 

+ one prize from  
every level

$2500 
Inflatable Bubble Balls

+ one prize from every level

$60 
Handball

$250
Sonic Skywinder  
Throwing Rocket 

Students will receive only the prize indicated for the fundraising level achieved. Prizes may vary to that shown, including colours, designs and models. The Heart Foundation (ABN 
98 008 419 761)  reserves the right to substitute a prize with a similar product should the prize initially offered no longer be available. Students who raise $250 or more will be entitled 
to receive the $250 bonus prize as well as the respective prize for the total amount they have raised. Students who raise $5000 can choose either the Neo Mountain Bike or the Red 
Balloon gift voucher to the value of $500. Prizes will be sent out from the commencement of Term 2, 2020. Terms and conditions for participation (in addition to the above): 1. Prizes 
cannot be redeemed for their cash value. 2. Prizes will normally be delivered to the participant’s school for distribution. 3. The Heart Foundation relies on information provided by 
each participant and cannot be held responsible for any information provided incorrectly in relation to funds raised by a participant. 4. Participants collecting cash donations 
must return the full amount raised, as detailed on the sponsorship form available at jumprope.org.au. 5. Heart Foundation Jump Rope for Heart concludes at the end of the 2020 
school year. Funds and paperwork for participants collecting cash donations are required to be returned to the Heart Foundation by 16 February 2021. Heart Foundation cannot 
guarantee prizes will be provided to schools if funds and paperwork are received after this date.



Online fundraising tips
Every dollar you raise for Jump Rope  
for Heart will help fund vital research, support  
and programs that help save lives. 

Follow these simple steps: 

1. Set your fundraising goal
 Show everyone what you’re aiming to raise. Most people start with 

a $200 goal and with a little help from your friends and family, you’ll 
zoom past this. You can increase your goal at any time.

2. Make the first donation
 It helps get things moving and sets the bar for friends, family,  

co-workers and neighbours (trust us, it works!).

3. Share your child’s fundraising page
 Social media is an easy way to spread the word far and wide, but 

an email or a simple message is the most effective for those friends 
and family who you’re sure will donate. Just remember to include 
the link to your child’s page.

4. Update your story
 On your fundraising page you can include your story so friends and 

family know why you are skipping this term. Most of us have been 
affected by heart disease in some way, or know someone who has. 
Sharing your story will inspire friends and family to support you.

5. Log your child’s skipping on their fundraising page
 This lets your family and friends see their accomplishments 

and provides encouragement on their journey to becoming a 
superstar skipper!  

6. Remind people
 People often forget they offered to donate. Don’t be concerned 

about giving them a reminder.

7. Say thanks
 You’ll see the donations come through on your fundraising page, 

and when they do, be sure to say thanks! Those who donate will 
also receive a thank you (and a tax receipt) directly from the 
Heart Foundation. 



When Xavier Simpson brought home 
a Jump Rope for Heart flyer last year, 
his parents explained that all the kids 
taking part would be raising money 
to help people with a heart condition. 
People just like him. 

“He got that smile on his face,” recalls 
Brenton, Xavier’s dad, “He laughed 
and said ‘I want to do it!” 

Xavier, who goes to Bannockburn P-12 
College in Victoria, quickly became 
a Jump Rope for Heart superstar 
weeks after being diagnosed with a 
complex cardiac condition, for which 
he’ll need surgery.

“We explained that he could just raise 
money, which was great, or he could 
skip as well. He immediately said he 
wanted to raise the money and skip 
too. He’s a very determined kid. He 
never gives up.” 

Supported by mates and his school 
community, he overcame symptoms 
including fatigue and dizziness to 
become an unstoppable skipper, 
raising $698 to help fight heart 
disease. “He still skips every day,” says 
Brenton. “He loves it.”

Please support the Heart Foundation 
and people like Xavier by getting 
online and raising funds to help fight 
heart disease. 

Xavier’s Story

How your donations can help

$100 can help fund new research breakthroughs

$200 can help send vital resources and information 
to people who have suffered a heart attack or stroke

$300 can help fund our free help line that answers  
thousands of calls each year
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Lots of Great Gifts for 
Mum, Grandma 

or anyone special!

Gifts  Priced
$ 1 -$ 5 

&
Preschool (Mon-Tue)

Preschool (Thu-Fri) & K-6
Friday 7th May
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