
Newsletter Week 7 Term 1

DATES TO REMEMBER

Friday 19 March Nutrition Magician - Red & Green
Group Preschool

Friday 19 March Swimming Ribbons handed to
students

Friday 19 March Ride2School Day

Friday 26 March Year 1 Assembly - Virtual link will be
provided

Friday 26 March MFPS Cross Country

Monday 29 March Escape to Plastika Year 2 - Postponed

Monday 29 to 31 March Camp Cooba Year 5 & 6

Thursday 1 April End of Term 1

Monday 19 April Start of Term 2

Notes home

Seesaw Notes K - 6 - Due 19 March

Medical Notes - Please update medical notes and medication with Front Office
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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE

Staffing update

Sylvia Headon

With a mix of great sadness and pride, Sylvia Headon will be leaving us at the end of the term as she has won a
substantive Deputy Principal position at Amaroo. Sylvia has been with us since 2015 as an Executive Teacher and
has acted in the Deputy Principal position when I have been out of school over the last 4 years. Sylvia is an
incredibly organised person, a wonderful educator and extremely caring about our children and families and we will
miss her dearly. However, her skills and understandings have grown whilst at Miles Franklin and moving up in her
career was the next step- she was an outstanding candidate for the role and looks forward to working with Will
Johnson, another former Executive Teacher at Miles Franklin, as her Principal. Sylvia’s last day will be the
Thursday of Week Nine, the last day of this term. Karen Wilson will be transferring over to Miles at the start of next
term, as planned, in the substantive Deputy position. We have advertised Sylvia’s position and hope to announce
the successful applicant soon.

Emma Bourne

Emma (4EB) and her partner have just won jobs in Melbourne and so will be moving there for the next 12 months
to see if this is a move they would like to make more permanently. This is another sad moment as Emma is a
superb educator, much loved by her children, yet it is also an exciting opportunity she needs to take. When we
know her replacement we will let families in her class know.

Baby news

Rachael McGarity has just finished this week and now goes on maternity leave, following on from Amanda Maxwell,
Rachel Granger and Dee Goudge over the last few weeks. Amanda Maxwell had a baby girl this week and both are
well!

Kerri Clark

Kerri has joined us over the last few weeks. Kerri is at the Principal level working in the Education Directorate on
School Reviews. We chatted during one of these reviews we were on last year and put an idea forward: wouldn’t it
be great evidence if someone in School Review could spend some time in one of the schools to gain a systems
view of what the preparation and planning afterwards looks like. As we are having our review this year (middle of
next term), we became the school! Kerri has a wealth of experience and will be a great asset to the team. At the
moment she is getting to know staff, children and parents and then will be taking on more roles and having a
greater presence across the school to both support and see things first-hand. I know you will join with me in
welcoming Kerri formally to the school.
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Cross Country

Next Friday, 26th March, we are holding our cross country here at the school in the first session of the day, starting
around 9.15-9.30am. Parents are welcome to cheer on the children, we just ask that you remain more than 1.5
metres away from each other.

Harmony Day

By the time you read this, we will have had Harmony Day. Thank you for the amazing costumes we are expecting to
see and the lovely regional foods your children will be bringing in to share. A special thanks to Jenny Hudson for
leading the organising team for this.
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IB Learner Profiles
Congratulations to the following students who will be receiving IB Learner Profile certificates on Friday 26
March 2021.
Well done!

Classes Students

K Mathewson Hamish M Willow S

K Morris Anastasios  N Jack J Leni R

K Stewart Logan C Mae P Jorge P

1 Marshall Zac S Sukhmann D Ophelia D

1 Birch Lachlan S Douglas A

1 Prunster Lillie G Neve C Toby S

2 Witherdin Oliver A Tanisha P Lucy L

2 McGruer Janusz K Joseph B Samuel Q

2 Roberts Charlotte C Harlow W Sarthak D

3 Geddes Ethan C Mika A-T Oscar W

3 Bullock Lucy K Billie C Valli M

3 Nuttall Jonty S Alastair W Isobel J

4 Fletcher Laila N Krusoe G

4 Bourne Bailey K Jack G Imani K

4 Holland Amelia A Freya S  Hannah J

5 Dorsett Sanan K Kiran V Liv H

5 Dykes Soraya C Justin R

5 Lehtsalu Ruby E Lilliana Y

6 Brennan Charlie S Dev S Maya W

6 Kragh Juliet P Abi P Kaisei D

6 Aston Oscar M Rose T Callum S
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Year 3
Who we are

During our first unit of inquiry, students have been learning about how to maintain
their wellbeing. They looked at what it means to have a healthy body, healthy
emotions, healthy values and a healthy community.

Through role plays, students presented different emotions and how they can impact
our physical health. We discovered that different parts of our bodies help us to
physically process emotions and there are strategies we can use to manage our
emotions. For example, drinking water helps to calm you down when you are feeling
angry.

Relating to this, we conducted two experiments - one looked at how our bodies use
water and heat to process food, and the other experiment looked at how our body
processes sugar.

We also spent time identifying our personal values and ways we can accept others
that may not have the same values as us. This was a bit tricky because we had to
think about how our values can affect our behaviour.

“We made a disc for our Unit of Inquiry. On the disc we had Healthy Body, Healthy
Emotion, Healthy Community and Healthy Values as our heading”. 3CG

“We have been doing alot of fun things in Our Unit of Inquiry that are important to us, like: Healthy Body, Healthy
Emotion, Healthy Community and Healthy Values as our heading”. 3CG
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Year 4
Where we are in place and time

In year 4 we have been exploring how technology has changed over time to assist explorers with making
discoveries. In week 5 we went on an excursion to the CSIRO Discovery Centre and The National Botanical
Gardens to research discoveries made by the CSIRO and how Aboriginal Australians used plants as food and
tools.

Social and Emotional Learning

As part of our social and emotional learning we have been
practising working in a team with new peers and building our
resilience. We have been assigned various challenges that
required us to work together and persevere even
when things became difficult. We have had to
design chairs, towers and planes to meet

specific criteria. We have found that making plans allows everyone to
share their ideas and giving people jobs makes sure each person has a
contribution. We have also started looking at what bullying is and how we
can respond when we are faced with a range of situations and behaviours.

Curiosity Day

To assist our students to develop their questioning and
inquiry skills, we dedicated a day to be curious. We
invited two guest speakers, Penny Vandanbroek and
Noelle Harper, to come in and share how being curious
makes their jobs easier and more interesting. The

students were encouraged to listen to our guests’ presentations, ask questions
to further their understanding and finally choose a research topic they were
curious about.
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Maths

Problem Solving

Over the last few years one of our school’s goals in mathematics has been to develop a consistent approach across
the school towards the implementation of our approach to problem solving. By using the four step problem-solving
cycle created by Hungarian mathematician George Polya back in 1945, students can start to more clearly
understand strategies, patterns and rules which exist when solving a variety of problems. Students across the
school have been actively engaged in solving problems using Polya’s Problem Solving Cycle and consequently we
have seen our students across the school approaching problem solving tasks with greater confidence and a
consistent approach.

See if you can use Polya’s Problem-Solving Cycle to solve the problems below:

The 4SF Rat Conundrum

Two rats have moved into the space
under small portable. One is grey and
the other a mix of white and brown. If

the rats double in number every week,
in how many weeks will there be over

100 rats?
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Green Team

On March 7 it was Clean Up Australia Day. Clean Up Australia Day inspires the community to clean, fix and
conserve our environment. Students across our school wanted to take action by volunteering to assist the Green
Team clean our school playground on Friday March 12. We all had lots of fun while removing accumulated rubbish
around our school.

To further assist our school, the Green Team will be reintroducing class rubbish, compost and recycling stations as
well as welcoming a new bucket for the collection of bottles. This will help reduce our waste production as a school.

We hope we can inspire you to take action and prevent rubbish from entering our environment.

By The Green Team
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COMMUNITY NEWS

P&C

The next General Meeting of the Miles Franklin P & C will be held at 7pm on Wednesday 24 March (Week 8).

The meeting will be held in the school's meeting room (access via the main entrance).

Due to COVID physical distancing requirements, those who are planning to attend will need to register via
EventBrite by 6pm, 23 March. (https://www.eventbrite.com/e/144948965257 - email mfpandc@outlook.com to be
sent the link).  Meeting attendees will also have to check in on the night using the Check In CBR app.

The meeting is open to all parents and carers of Miles Franklin PS students as well as interested citizens. We hope
to see you there!

Contact mfpandc@outlook.com if you have any questions or would like to be added to the P & C email list.
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Canteen & Uniform Shop
The Canteen has welcomed back volunteers along with Year 6 helpers which is super exciting. It’s great seeing so
many of our wonderful families using this service as without your support we would not be able to offer it.

We will be holding one of our special days on Friday 26/3 (week 8) where the children will be able to purchase
special treats over the counter. We ask that you send your child with some loose change this day to help us out.
Children will be limited to 2 items to ensure we have enough for all children to enjoy and to not overload individuals
with too much sugar.

Cupcakes $2 (butter icing & chocolate easter egg or marshmallow on top)

Skewer $1 (mixed fruit & marshmallows) Jelly & Custard Cups $2

Choc Chip Cookies $1 Chocolate Squares $1.50

We have also introduced ‘daily specials’ that can be purchased over the counter (with most items being a warm
option). All our daily specials are classified as a green item (healthy – everyday choices). Children can see what the
daily specials are by checking the signs at the Canteen. Some of these items include Cheesy puffs, Spaghetti
Frittatas, Cheesy mites, Corn Fritters, Sushi, Cheese melts, Bread & Bean cups and Mighty Muesli Scone. Price
will be $1/$2.

The canteen will be closed on Tuesday 23 March 2021.

Uniforms
We will be holding a second hand uniform sale on Thursday 25/3 in week 8 in the hall 8.30 – 9.15 am. For this to
happen we need you to follow the rules please. Entry will be through the front door. Please avoid congregating
together, do your purchasing and leave the area. You will also be required to use the check in Canberra app (CBR)
to register that you were here. If you do not have the app there will be a sign in sheet on the table as you enter the
hall.

Cash sales only please.

$3 per item or 2 for $5 (Jumpers, shorts, skirts, pants, old style shirts)

$5 Tricolour logoed shirts, logoed Jumpers and summer dresses

$10 Winter dresses & rain/winter jackets

Tables will be spread apart with different size per table to adhere to social distancing protocols and we please ask
you to follow these guidelines when visiting the sale. Hand sanitizer will also be available to apply on arrival and
departure.
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French

Contact us

MONDAY: 2pm-7.30pm
TUESDAY and WEDNESDAY: 9.30am-1pm / 2pm-7.30pm
THURSDAY: 9.30am-12.30pm / 2.30pm-7.30pm
FRIDAY: 2pm-5pm
SATURDAY and SUNDAY: Closed
Tel : (+61) 2 6257 6696
enquiries@afcanberra.com.au

Street Address:

66 McCaughey St TURNER 2612 ACT

Postal Address:

PO Box 6125 O’CONNOR 2602 ACT
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KINDY HOLIDAY CAMP
Product Code: 2021T1T2KINDYWEDFRI930430 2021

Age Group Young Learners

Type Holiday Program - Prekindy & Kindy

Session 2021 - EASTER HOLIDAY CAMP

Level Kindy Holiday Camp

Schedules
14 Apr 2021 to 16 Apr 2021

● Wed ▸ Fri   9:30am ▸ 12:30pm at AF Canberra
● Wed ▸ Fri   1:30pm ▸ 4:30pm at AF Canberra

Note: If you wish to enrol your child for a day only ($125/day), please contact us: 0462 576 696 or
enquiries@afcanberra.com.au
A valid registration fee is required in order to enrol in this course (members are exempt).
Objectives

Introduction to French through games and activities.

During this Kindy Holiday camp, your children will learn about the Francophonie and The Olympic Games in
Tokyo coming up in 2021. We will learn French through 5 different French-speaking countries and learn about
these countries with games. We will also learn French through sports with Les petites Olympiades for kids and
hand-crafted activities such as painting or origami.

$305.00 AUD

Alderman St Evatt, ACT 2617 Ph: 6142 2770 – Web: www.mfps.act.edu.au

http://www.mfps.act.edu.au


CHILDREN HOLIDAY CAMP
Product Code: 2021T1T2CHILDRENWEDFRI930430 2021

Age Group Young Learners

Type Holiday Program - Children

Session 2021 - EASTER HOLIDAY CAMP

Level Children Holiday Camp

Schedules
14 Apr 2021 to 16 Apr 2021

● Wed ▸ Fri   9:30am ▸ 12:30pm at AF Canberra
● Wed ▸ Fri   1:30pm ▸ 4:30pm at AF Canberra

Note: If you wish to enrol your child for a day only ($125/day), please contact us: 0462 576 696 or
enquiries@afcanberra.com.au
A valid registration fee is required in order to enrol in this course (members are exempt).
Objectives

Introduction to French through games and activities.

A fun introduction to French and virtual world trip to explore French-speaking countries in which your child will
learn French through activities, sports, games, crafts and cooking/baking.

$305.00 AUD
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FRENCH IMMERSION FOR CHILDREN
Product Code: 2021T1T2IMMERCHILDRENWEDFRI930430 2021

Age Group Young Learners

Type Holiday Program - Children

Session 2021 - EASTER HOLIDAY CAMP

Level French Immersion For Children

Schedules
14 Apr 2021 to 16 Apr 2021

● Wed ▸ Fri   9:30am ▸ 12:30pm at AF Canberra
● Wed ▸ Fri   1:30pm ▸ 4:30pm at AF Canberra

Note: If you wish to enrol your child for a day only ($125/day), please contact us: 0462 576 696 or
enquiries@afcanberra.com.au
A valid registration fee is required in order to enrol in this course (members are exempt).
Objectives

Various activities to practice French in context.

Your child will practise and reinforce their French language skills through activities for which they
can use directly their skills for real-life communication as well as virtually for exploring the
French-speaking countries.

$305.00 AUD
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